Routine postcesarean urine culture. A cost-effectiveness analysis.
Paired urinalysis and urine culture reports on 302 postcesarean patients were studied to determine whether screening postcesarean urinalyses could be useful in predicting positive urine cultures. A positive culture was predicted with a specificity of 97.5% and a sensitivity of 90.4%. The screening urinalysis had a positive predictive value of 73.1% and a negative predictive value of 99.3%. Routine postcesarean urine cultures were not found to be cost effective.